
for Slit

Cut away the balance of fabric on the side seams from above the slit to the 
armhole, allowing 1 cm seam allowance.  
Then sew the dress front to the back, along the side seams. 
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Now that the seam allowances have been placed on the 
patterns, take a piece of tracing paper, folded in half.
Lay the fold along the centre front of the front pattern, to
create the pattern for the lining.  
Trace along the seam allowance.
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Once the neck line has been adjusted, add 1 cm seam allowances 
all around. 
Except on the side seams. 
Add a 2 cm seam allowance to the side seams.   
For a dress that is �oor length a slit is required on the side seams.

Cut the dress (and sleeve) out of the lace fabric. 

The lining pattern being traced like this will be 
an exact copy of the outer dress.

Tracing after the seam allowances have 
been added saves time in having to do 
seam allowances twice.

For the dress. 
Join front to back on the shoulder seams. Sew on the sleeves
Overlock (serger) the side seams separately, starting from the hem line 
up to approx 25 cm, where the slit will be.
Turn the overlocked seams under 2 cm, for the slit, iron �at and top stitch 
down.

Construction

Trace for the lining to approx 2 cm
below the slit on the outer dress
pattern.

Make a tracing for the back lining, tracing 
along the seam allowances.

For the lining.
Join front and back at the shoulder seams.
Finish the armholes with binding.
Sew front to back together along the side seams.
Sew a hem of approximately 2 cm.

Place the shell of the dress, turned inside out
i.e with right sides facing, inside the shell of the
lining. 
Carefully line up the necklines of the dress and 
lining to each other.
Pin and then tack the neck lines together, lining the 
shoulder seams exactly together.
Sew the neck lines together, turn the dress 
to the outside.
Nick the curved neckline seams to make 
them lie �at.
Top stitch along the right sides (outside) 
of the neck lines.
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The Essential Little Black Dress PART 4
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For experienced sewers, changing the grainline
to the bias will improve the overall �t.

If the grainline is placed on the bias, both outer dress 
and lining must be on cut onthe bias.

If the grainline is changed to the bias cut, both front
and back patterns must be cut on the bias.


